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a Council of National Education, to create a complete education-
al system independent of government control. Existing estab-
lishments were accused of inculcating the 'slave mentality'.
The boycott movement, however, gradually lost vitality
when dyarchy was introduced. In 1923 one of its promoters
became the first Minister of Education. The University of
Rangoon, throwing off the shackles of Calcutta, began to rise
rapidly in the public estimation. Hence, when in 1924 a
University Amendment Act was passed, giving Burmans
greater control over it, the boycott was officially called off, and
the more efficient C.N.E. schools qualified for government
grants.
University education went ahead with great zest, particu-
larly with the completion of the splendid modern colleges,
halls of residence, staff houses and other amenities on the
beautiful 45O-acre estate at Kokine. With an able and enthusi-
astic staff, at first largely European, it built up high standards
in a human and friendly atmosphere. Its graduates notably
improved the standards of the services to which they secured
entry. But it soon began to encounter inevitable difficulties. Far
too few students passed through its scientific departments, far
too many drifted into law, while still more failed to stay the
course and left without degrees to become political agitators.
Very few indeed went in for research.
The Students' Union became a hotbed of political dis-
content, and to many students politics became more important
than academic studies. Over 700 went on strike in February
1936 as a protest against disciplinary action against two of their
number. Politicians never ceased to agitate for external degrees
on the Calcutta model, and although the average all-in cost of
university education was only about £50 a year, and some fifty
per cent of the students received scholarships or bursaries,
there were loud complaints that it was too expensive. Hence as
soon as the new constitution came into force in 1937, fresh
attempts were made to subject the university to political
control. In 1939 its constitution was revised and, when the
Japanese invasion came, it had already begun to show signs of
deterioration.
The old civilization of Burma developed along the banks of

